
"What Redemption Brings"
Genesis 37-50

REDEMPTION BRINGS...

God's presence with His people (39:3, 9, 21, 23)
Joseph was the youngest of Israel's sons. He was loved by his father, but he was hated by his brothers. 

While the favor that Israel showed to Joseph was bad enough, the dreams that Joseph had and shared with 
his brothers were too much. These dreams predicted that Joseph's brothers would one day bow down to 
Joseph. In their hate, the brothers eventually sold Joseph into slavery and told Israel that Joseph had been 
eaten by wild animals. Now a slave, hated and betrayed by his brothers, Joseph was separated from his family, 
friends and freedom. Joseph -- it would seem -- was all alone, but what God's Word tells us reminds us that 
that isn't the case with God's redeemed people. Separated from everyone and everything that he knew, Joseph 
wasn't alone because God was with Joseph! Over-and-over again, God's Word emphasizes that God's 
presence was with Joseph. Slavery couldn't separate Joseph from God. Prison couldn't separate Joseph from 
God. Nothing could separate God's presence from Joseph because Joseph was one of God's redeemed, and 
God had plans for Joseph's life within His grand redemptive plan.
1. Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers, accused of a crime that he didn't commit and 

imprisoned unjustly in a foreign country, and all of this happened while he was apparently faithful to his 
commitment and obedience to God! Have you ever had bad things happen in your life even though you 
were faithful to God? If so, how?

2. Joseph had plenty of reason to question whether or not God was still with him. When was a time in your life 
that you questioned whether God was still with you or not? Why did you question His presence?

3. From a pit to Potiphar's house to prison, God is there! There's nowhere or nothing that can keep God from 
being with His people. Is anyone in the class or anyone you know in one of those places in life? Betrayed 
and discarded in a pit in life? Accused and abused by the lies of others? Caught or trapped in a place you 
don't deserve and can't seem to get out of? Share about and pray for each individual and/or situation.

God's favor for His people (39:3, 9, 21, 23 and 41:16, 25, 28, 32)
God's presence with Joseph was a reality that drove Joseph's actions in life. When Potiphar's wife 

attempted to seduce Joseph, his resistance was based on one thing: His obedience to God and the 
understanding that God knows and sees what Joseph does in his life. While God's presence with Joseph was 
a reality in his life, it was also a reality that others saw in his life. From Potiphar to the keeper of the prison, 
others saw the presence of God in Joseph because the presence of God brought the blessing and favor of 
God into Joseph's life. God's favor is a mysterious thing though. On-the-one-hand, Joseph was a slave, 
accused of a crime he didn't commit and thrown into prison. That doesn't sound much like God's blessing and 
favor; however, God gave blessing and success to the things that Joseph did as a slave of Potiphar and even 
as a prisoner in Egypt as Joseph remained faithful to God even in the middle of his trials and troubles in life. 
God's favor isn't about our temporary comfort and ease; God's favor is about God's ability to accomplish His 
purpose and plans in the lives of His people!
1. If God's favor was on Joseph even when Joseph was enslaved and imprisoned, how does that challenge 

your understanding of God's favor for His people?
2. In chapter 39 and 41, what seems to be the overall purpose of God's favor in Joseph's life? What is it 

accomplishing in the overall story of Joseph in chapters 37-50?



3. Can anyone share a story about how something difficult and even painful ended up being seen as God's 
blessing in your life?

4. Take a minute to look at Genesis 41:16, 25, 28, and 32. What is clear about who gets the credit for all good 
things in Joseph's life? In what ways today do you need to recognize and acknowledge God's favor for His 
people in your life? Take a minute to share and then to thank God for His favor!

God's transformation of His people (41:51-52; 45:5-8; and 50:24-25)
God's redemptive work is seen in an incredible way in the transformation that we see in the life of 

Joseph. When God finally uses Joseph to interpret Pharaoh's dreams and Pharaoh responds by placing 
Joseph in an incredible position of authority and responsibility in Egypt, any hopelessness that Joseph had in 
his life was instantly replaced with hope. God's transformation of His people includes replacing hopelessness 
with hope (41:51-52). God had made him to forget about his hardships and had made him fruitful even in the 
land of his afflictions. Joseph's hope in life was transformed. In addition to hope, God's transformation of His 
people also includes replacing hate with forgiveness (45:5-8). Unlike his brothers, who in unjustified hate 
attempted to destroy Joseph's life, Joseph does something incredible. When given the opportunity and having 
the authority to justifiably punish his brothers for their actions, Joseph chooses forgiveness over hate! God's 
transformation of His people also includes replacing fear with faith (45:5). What an amazing statement: "...do 
not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here!" It not only shows Joseph's forgiveness, 
but it shows his faith! It calls his brothers, like him, to replace fear with faith in the God who is in control! This 
miracle of transformation is what faith in the one true and sovereign God does in the lives of those who believe. 
Finally, God's transformation of His people includes replacing uncertainty with certainty (50:24-25). At the end 
of Joseph's life, the transformational power of God in his life is seen in his certainty in God's continued plans 
and purpose for His people. There's no doubt in Joseph's heart. There's only certainty that God will visit His 
people again one day and that God will one day bring His people home. Why? God's promise was for His 
people to live in the Promised Land, and there's nothing more certain than what God says.
1. The key to God's transformation in His people is found in Genesis 41:38. What is it?
2. Are there any testimonies of God replacing hopelessness with hope, hate with forgiveness, fear with faith 

or uncertainty with certainty? Allow the group to share a testimony for each if possible.
3. Do you know someone who's struggling with hopelessness, hate, fear or uncertainty? What could you do 

this week to share with them about God's redemption that can transform these things in their lives?
4. Are you struggling with any of these areas of transformation in your life right now? If so, pray for each other 

for the Spirit of God to consume and conquer these areas in your life.

God's purpose in giving life (45:7-8 and 50:19-21)
Joseph sees and understands that God's presence with him, God's favor for him, and God's 

transformation in him is not just for Joseph. Joseph has the wisdom from God to understand that God's saved, 
preserved, and established his life for the purpose of saving and giving life to many others! In a physical sense, 
God was going to use Joseph to save and preserve the life of countless Egyptians. God was also going to use 
Joseph to save and preserve the life of His chosen people: Israel and his sons. God's purpose was to give life, 
and this is what Joseph understands and emphasizes over-and-over again in his life. Joseph had been sent 
there to preserve life, to keep alive a remnant, and to keep many people alive! Because of this, Joseph doesn't 
want to hurt his brothers; rather, Joseph wants to provide for them because he sees and understands God's 
purpose for them. God's redemptive purpose is to give life to His people.
1. What a transforming truth! God is in control, and God used even the evil intentions of Joseph's brothers to 

accomplish His intentions in Joseph's life. But was it worth it? Joseph can say "yes" because Joseph is 
looking beyond himself! How should it change our view to look beyond ourselves and to see God's purpose 
of giving life?

2. Joseph had been sent to preserve and to save lives. Who else was sent for this purpose?
3. What parallels do you see between Joseph and Jesus Christ?
4. From the beginning, God's redemption plan brings the purpose of giving life. Close out your group time in 

prayer, thanking God for the life He's given us in Jesus.


